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Cije Council of gtfbentg. 

The annual meeting of the Council of Seventy is about to be 
called for Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, January 27, 28, and 29, 1899. 
In connection with this meeting there will be conducted a Bible insti- 
tute, in which some special biblical topic will be taken up and discussed 
from many points of view. Full announcements of the institute will 
be sent to any who are desirous of attending these meetings. 

It is of interest to know that in the new historical series for Bible 
students published by Charles Scribner's Sons the following members 
of the Council are represented : Professors Charles F. Kent, Frank 
K. Sanders, James S. Riggs, James Henry Breasted, George S. Good- 
speed, Rush Rhees. 

Professor Charles Foster Kent is also delivering the regular winter 
biblical lectures at Vassar College. 

The Council has been honored in the selection of its president, 
John Henry Barrows, as president of Oberlin College. Dr. Bar- 
rows will enter upon his duties immediately, but will be none the less 
assiduous in his work for the Council. 

The report of the Council committee for the investigation of Bible 
study in colleges which was presented at the last annual meeting has 
been finally completed, and will be published in the next annual report 
of the Commissioner of Education. It is hoped that by this means 
the report may become of practical benefit to the educational world. 

At the forthcoming meeting of the Council a report will be received 
from the committee appointed for the investigation of available material 
for Sunday-school teaching. 

It is well known, at least to the members of the Council, that the 
work of the American Institute is not self-supporting, but depends 
somewhat upon the liberality of its friends. Just now an effort is 
being made to secure contributions for the work of the current year. 
For this purpose the following significant statement has been pre- 
pared showing the work which has been accomplished during the past 
year. ( 1 ) Four thousand five hundred people of all ages studied the 
life of Christ in the Four Years' Outline Study Course. (2) Two 
hundred people read in connection with the Bible a series of six books 
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upon the life and times of Christ. (3) Twenty-five students carried 
on regular correspondence work in the English Bible, sending weekly 
recitations to a skilled instructor. (4) Forty-four students did work 
in New Testament Greek after the same method. (5) One hundred 
other students did similar work in the Hebrew language. (6) Five 
thousand persons received instruction at twelve summer schools. 
(7) Two hundred students in sixty colleges took test examinations in 
1895—96 for prizes in Hebrew, New Testament Greek, and the English 
Bible. (8) It will be seen by the above that in round numbers ten 
thousand persons have engaged in study under the direction of the 
Institute in one year. Eight per cent, of the workers were beyond the 
school age, but under forty years. The members were distributed 
throughout every state in the union, the Canadian provinces, Mexico, 
England, France, Australia, China, and Japan. 

An interesting piece of biblical work has been accomplished in the 
University of Chicago Sunday Morning Class. During the past 
quarter a class in early Old Testament traditions has been conducted 
by President Harper, in which sixty-three students were enrolled. The 
work was conducted by means of lectures and required papers, for 
which university credit is given. In the twelve weeks of the quarter 
between seven and eight hundred papers were handed in. 



